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“Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.”  
-1 Thessalonians 5:11 

 
Making math club about community has long term benefits that exceed whatever can be gained by focusing 
solely on competition. Creating a community-based club requires strategic conversation, carefully selected 
content, and facilitation of collaboration. With the right approach, math club can be a rich community for the 
growth of skills and virtue that prepares students for a lifetime of glorifying God and serving others.  
 

Conversation 
Consider how to lead the conversation about math club. Share and repeat the vision for community with 
students, parents, and the larger school community. Be thoughtful in your discourse with students and guide 
the dialogue among students. It takes intentionality to create a community of problem-solvers. If consistent 
effort isn’t made, it is easy for members to revert to focusing solely on themselves and thereby miss the 
opportunity to grow in knowledge and virtue that can only develop through community.   
 

Content 
Consider whether the content for club meetings promotes community. There are times for individually focused 
“drill to thrill” and practice problems, but math club isn’t it. Provide creative and interesting problems that 
require multiple skills to solve to promote collaboration. Encourage students to apply the tools they know 
and to seek different perspectives and tools from peers to reach a solution. If you choose to participate in 
math competitions, be selective. Certain competitions emphasize working through challenging problems as a 
team, which builds community. Below is a list of providers that offer high quality resources that can be used 
in the context of a community-based math club.  
 

Collaboration  
Consider how to ensure kids are collaborating in math club and not just relying on us or their peers to provide 
answers. Creating a feeling of safety to make mistakes, helping students to see themselves as teachers, and 
asking good questions creates a ripe environment for student collaboration and thus a vibrant community of 
problem-solvers.  
 

Resources 
§ Art of Problem Solving 
§ MATHCOUNTS 
§ Mathematical Association of America AMC 
§ NCTM Illuminations Brain Teasers 
§ Youcubed 


