


Why the Black Intellectual Tradition?

⬧ Expanding the Invitation to the Great Conversation

⬧ Seeking Truth, Goodness and Beauty

⬧ Connecting Past and Present



Engaging the Imagination with 

Lower School Students

⬧ Virtue Focus: Love is caring for a person or thing very much and wishing good towards 
them.

⬧ Focus Vice: Hate is disliking a person or thing very much and wishing harm towards 
them.

Demeter’s strong love for her daughter Persephone convinced Zeus to strike a compromise 
that allowed her to continue to see her daughter for part of each year



Engaging the Imagination with 

Lower School Students

“Home to Ithaca” from Romare Bearden’s Black Odyssey Series



Engaging the Imagination with 

Lower School Students

The Golden apple, the golden apple,
Over the apple they went to battle,
Paris wanted a beautiful wife
So they could live a long life

Kings gathered armies in all of Greece
To fight for the apple, they wanted a piece
A fleet of ships set sail for Troy,
No one was happy, there was no joy

The goddesses still wanted someone to marry
They offered a bribe for Paris to carry
Hera offered all of her power
But according to Paris the offer was sour

Athena offered the power to fight
But when she looked for Paris he was out of 
sight
Finally Aphrodite offered power and love
So Paris was happy from high above



Classic Texts in Dialogue with 

Upper School Students

Classic Source Texts

The Great Ideas: A Synopticon of Great Books of the Western World, by 
Mortimer Adler

⬧ An introductory essay on the theme (eg. liberty) which discusses various 
ways the themes has been addressed by different authors

⬧ Outline of topics related to the theme.  For “liberty”, here are some of 
the topics:
⬧ Natural freedom and political liberty
⬧ The issues of civil liberty
⬧ Moral or spiritual freedom
⬧ Liberty in history



Classic Texts in Dialogue with 

Upper School Students

Classic Source Texts

The Great Ideas: A Synopticon of Great Books of the Western World, by 
Mortimer Adler

⬧ Natural freedom and political liberty

⬧ Locke, Civil Government, Chapter VI, 36a-42a

⬧ Rousseau, Inequality,357c-d

⬧ Declaration of Independence

⬧ Milton, Paradise Lost, Book XII



Classic Texts in Dialogue with 

Upper School Students

Source Texts from the Black Intellectual Tradition

Call and Response: Key Debates in African American Studies, eds. 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr. and Jennifer Burton, W.W. Norton and 
Company, 2011 

Separatism vs. Integration

⬧ On whether black Americans should seek to separate themselves 
from the white majority or integrate into the larger U.S. society.

⬧ Martin Delany, Letter to Frederick Douglass, 1853

⬧ Frederick Douglass, Reply to Martin Delany, 1853



Classic Texts in Dialogue with 

Upper School Students

Source Texts from the Black Intellectual Tradition

Strategies for Change

⬧ On the issue of achieving full citizenship for black Americans.

⬧ Frederick Douglass, “Speech on the Dred Scott Decision”, 1857

⬧ David Walker, “Article II, Our Wretchedness in Consequence of Ignorance, 
from Walker’s Appeal” 1829,1830



Conclusions

Lower School Opportunity

Nyansa Classical Community is now seeking schools or churches interested in 
piloting its new twenty week curriculum starting Fall 2020. No charge for 
curriculum during the pilot period. To learn more about Nyansa visit: 
www.nyansaclassicalcommunity.org. 

Upper School Opportunity

Dr. Angel Parham is available to facilitate reading and discussion groups for faculty 
and staff interested in reading texts from the black intellectual tradition in 
dialogue with texts cited in Mortimer Adler’s Great Ideas reference books.

Contact nyansa.director@gmail.com to learn more about each opportunity.

http://www.nyansaclassicalcommunity.org/
mailto:nyansa.director@gmail.com

