
  
Teaching a modern language in a Classical Christian School is a privilege and a calling  

 
1. Flourishing requires curating your perspective and understanding of Classical 

Christian Education.  
a. Understand the 7 Liberal Arts : the trivium - arts of the word; the 

quadrivium - the arts of quantity 
b. Embrace the goal of Classical Christian Education 
c. Grasp the value of Latin and run with it.  

  Resources:  

2.  Flourishing requires curating your curriculum. 
a. Understand your subject as it relates to the broader curriculum 
b. Embrace your place in vertical alignment  
c. Look for opportunities for horizontal integration (both for topical 

connections and assessment methods) 

3.  Flourishing requires curating your sources -in addition to those for your students. 
 a.    Refresh your mind with classical sources          
        De Oficiis (On duties) -Cicero 
         De Civitate Dei (The City of God) - Augustine of Hippo 
 b.  Renew your zeal for Classical Education 
  The Liberal Arts Tradition - Clark and Jain 
  Something They Will Not Forget - Joshua Gibbs  
             c. Reacquaint yourself with the literary canon and traditions of your target   
      language. 

 d. Keep a notebook of great quotes from literary giants and encouraging books. 

Lisa’s long list of quotes   
On the nature of language 

* The sum of human wisdom is not contained in any one language.                                                                      
Ezra Pound  The ABC of Reading  

* The function of language is threefold: to communicate thought, volition, and emotion.   
    Sister Miriam Joseph, The Trivium  
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Neither Fish nor Fowl : Flourishing as a Modern Language  
Teacher in a Classical Christian School



* Genesis 11: 1-9  

* All five of the processes of change (in languages) - sound change, extension, the 
evolution of concrete words into pieces of grammar, re-bracketing, and semantic 
change- are as natural to language as photosynthesis is to plants and breathing is to 
animals.                                                                                                                        
John McWhorter, The Power of Babel 

* The limits of my language are the limits of my world.                                              
Ludvig Wittgenstein, Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus 

* There is nothing so pliant, nothing so flexible, nothing that will so easily follow 
whithersoever you incline to lead it, as speech.                                                           
Cicero, De Oratore 

*  “If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to 
him in his language, that goes to his heart.”                                                                
Nelson Mandela  

* Presently, linguists disagree on the number of languages spoken on the planet: splitters 
say 7,111, lumpers say 6,799.                                                                                              
John McWhorter, Language Families of the World (The Great Courses).   

* 3,995 languages have a written code.                                                     Ethnologue.com 

On love of language, or love of any thing- rightly ordered -  

* By the same token, anyone who perversely loves the goodness of any nature 
whatsoever, even if he attains the enjoyment of it, becomes evil in the enjoyment of 
the good, and wretched in being deprived of a higher good.”   Augustine, City of God.                                                                         

On the Linguistic Arts and the Liberal Arts 

* The linguistic arts (Grammar, Logic, Rhetoric) are intended to be part of a broader, 
“more fully-orbed education” aiming “at cultivating fully integrated human beings, 
whose bodies, hearts, and minds are formed respectively by gymnastics, music, and 
the liberal arts, whose relationships with God, neighbor, and community are marked 
by piety; and whose knowledge of the world, man, and God fit harmoniously within a 
distinctly Christian philosophy, and whose lives are informed and governed by a 
theology forged from the revelation of God in Christ Jesus as it has been handed down 
in historic Christianity.”                                                                                               
Kevin Clark and Ravi Scott Jain, The Liberal Arts Tradition 
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* To speak, write, and think well, one must learn from those who have expressed 
themselves better than had others throughout history…Literature was the treasure 
chest; Grammar and Usage were the keys to unlocking its lid.                                                                                     
Tracy Lee Simmons, Climbing Parnassus 

*  The liberal arts, in contrast, teach one how to live, they train the faculties and bring 
them to perfection; they enable a person to rise above his material environment to live 
an intellectual, a rational, and therefore a free life in gaining truth.                                                                               
Sister Miriam Joseph, The Trivium 

On the primacy of Latin and Greek  

* Greek and Latin were taught for so many centuries because they were not native. 
Their very strangeness and dissimilarity to modern languages made them a unique and 
irreplaceable tool of teaching for those who would comprehend the workings of 
language en tout. The object was to gain an understanding of words from the inside, 
affording the learner an intimate familiarity with their separate and diverse natures… 
But as thinkers saw from ancient times till the day before yesterday, precision and 
grace are not a gift; they wait at the end of an arduous climb. 

    Tracy Lee Simmons, Climbing Parnassus 

On Culture and Virtue 

* A firm knowledge of the classical languages, history, and culture will not of itself 
create virtue. It cannot shine a light into corners we have elected to keep dark, nor into 
those which cannot be illumined. But this knowledge can form the mind and light a 
path to understanding. For it is noble to rediscover and attend the voices of the past. 
We ignore them at our peril and to the peril of those whom we would presume to 
teach. Without a finely tuned and oft nourished sense of the past, both near and distant, 
we have no culture.  

    Tracy Lee Simmons, Climbing Parnassus. (recall that Oscar Wilde read classics and 
excelled. ) 

*  …blanket assertions of the superiority of one culture or civilization (even our own!) 
over another, apart from the analytical grid of the culture of the kingdom of God, can 
produce un-Christian perspectives of ethnocentrism, jingoism, and xenophobia among 
our students.                                                                                                            
Robert LittleJohn and Chuck Evans,  Wisdom and Eloquence 
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