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1. Discovery (and Discipleship) 

a. Discovery begins by being in nature 

i. The theft of nature by the modern pace of life 

ii. Slowness and contemplation vs boredom and speed  

b. “Normal” exposure: farm, woods, mountains, sea, stars 

i. Read Last Child in the Woods, Richard Louv 

c. The challenges of the current generation 

i. media: time spent and wow factor are both at work (value of the real world against the 

fantasy digital world) 

ii. safety 

iii. Where are the stars? 

1. tales from the 1994 LA earthquake 

2. laying on your back in a boat 

iv. How GS teachers can help 

1. go outside 

2. full-court press 

3. (low) expectations of incoming students 

4. emphasizing the actual over textbooks 

5. gardens, aquariums, animals (even mating and birthing) 

6. teaching observation 

7. show your fascination, not your routine 

8. taking time on vacation to play 

v. How SOL teachers can help 

1. go outside 

2. microscopes and telescopes 

3. aquariums and terrariums 



4. cheap science trips and astronomy parties 

vi. How SOR teachers can help (a plea) 

1. rigor: discipline is both essential and almost lost 

2. be fearlessly scientific 

3. study 

4. be willing to discuss everything 

5. as you are able, press for sanity in the faith-science debate 

d. What about “discovery-based” (inquiry-based) science programs? 

2. Discipleship (and Discovery) 

a. God declared it good 

b. biblical stewardship versus affluent exploitation (it’s not all about me) 

c. bringing in the Other Voices (Novare Newsletter, Vol 5 No 1, March 19, 2014) 

d. quiet time: meditating on Scripture, meditating in nature, meditating on nature (Novare 

Newsletter, Vol 5 No 3, October 13, 2014) 

e. learning from Christ 

i. love: the raison d'etre of creation (recall St Francis, too) 

ii. patience 

iii. understanding 

iv. courage 

v. prayer 

vi. begin a journey of unplugging and slowing down, and lead your students on it with you 

vii. obedience without expectation of knowing everything 
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